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Abstract:  Osteoporosis Thought Leader Panel #51 takes a different tack from its recent 
predecessors.  In this series of interviews with our panel of rheumatologists and endocrinologists who 
specialize in the treatment of non-malignant bone loss, we specifically constrain their comments to take 
cost into consideration.  The fact is that osteoporosis is a disease that can be managed by a myriad of 
therapeutic treatment approaches.  Bisphosphonates have been available for 25 years.  We have 
SERMs, HRT, calcitonin, PTH, strontium, calcium, and a host of new therapeutics in the pipeline.  
Treatment of bone loss is now a mature art, and payers are not swayed by esoteric arguments related 
to “hydration shells associated with strontium metal intercalation” or “improvement in bone 
microarchitecture blah blah blah”.  What they are responding to is “number needed to treat in order to 
prevent some system cost of treatment”. 
 
Therefore... our executive summary for this report divides existing and pipeline therapeutics into known 
and expected cost-of-therapy cohorts, and compares the efficacy, safety and convenience benefits for 
those therapies that fall into each cohort.  Specifically, we compare zoledronic acid vs denosumab, 
marketed oral antiresorptives (branded BPs, generic BPs, SERMs), near-market oral antiresorptives 
(cathepsin K, strontium, oral calcitonin), and anabolics (teriparatide, anti-sclerostin).   
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Drugs/Mechanisms Discussed in this Report:  
 
Company Generic Brand 
Abbott / Piramal zoledronic acid Zolephos  
Amgen / GSK denosumab 

AMG-167 
Prolia 

Amgen / UCB 
 

AMG-785 (CDP-7851; Anti-
Sclerostin MAb) 

 

generic nitroglycerine  
Lilly teriparatide 

raloxifene 
antisclerostin MAb 

Forteo / Forsteo 
Evista 

Merck alendronate 
odanacatib 

Fosamax  

Novartis zoledronic acid Reclast / Aclasta / Zometa 
Novartis / Nordic / 
Emisphere / Unigene  

SMC-021; oral calcitonin Enteripep 

Ono ONO-5334  
Pfizer bazedoxifene +/- estrogen 

TSEC 
Viviant / Aprela 

Roche ibandronate Boniva 
Servier strontium ranelate Protelos 
Teva raloxifene Raloxifene Teva 
Teva, Watson, Barr, others alendronate  
Warner Chilcott risedronate  Actonel / Atelvia 
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